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BATTLE OF THE BOOKS SHOWS THE ENGLISH AHEAD

Prof. William Lyon Phelps of Yale
University, noted essayist and literary
critic, who praises the art of the Eng-
lish writer.

&YATE'VE been thoroughly trained in

the thought that the American
writer is inferior to the British, and it
might be interesting to Institute a com-
parison to determine if this is true."—
From a lecture by Sinclair Lewis, author
of “Main Street,” given in the Town Hall
recdently.

To make this comparison and to test
out Mr. Lewis’s assertion that we could
match England author for author, The
New York Herald interviewed prominent
publishers and sought the personal com-
ment of such emtipent critics as Prof.
Brander Matthews of Columbia and Prof.
William Lyon Phelps of Yale.

The answers detailed herewith hardly
settle the question. They do indicate,
however, decided views for and against
the Lewis assertion, and show that litera-
ture, broadly considered, knows no geog-
raphy, no matter how earnest the parti-
sans of any school may be.

By WILLIS STEELL.

= HAT old contemptuous question, “Who
reads an American book?" has been
revived lustily by Sinclalr Lewis,
author of “Main Street” one of the Amerl-
can best sellers of the year, in his lecture

quoted above, In addition to his broad o
sertion that America could match England
author for author, Mr, Lewis pdded thut
American authors should gain more suppor
from the American reading public, In es-
sence, he paraphrased a widely known =login
to run: "Rend American books firar” -

The comparison Mr. Lewis urges was
sought in the New York publishing houses,
but it was not easy to obtain., There are
some straightout publghers here who do
not send a representative to London every
spring to look over the Britlsh lterary out-
put, and these purveyors of the written word
have scant respect for the writers oversens,
They made some strong statements about
the question which might be epitomized as
follows:

“Arnold Bennett s so uneven that he s
apt to hand you a lemon any thne his agent
offers n new manuscript

“Locke has writtem more than a dozen
books since ‘The Morals of Marcus Or.
deyne.' They are all versions of that book.

“Wells goes off at half coock. He makes
big successes and fallures hig,
publisher distrusts him.”

And so om, through a long list of British
authors more or less famous. There is
writing to-day, according to these slmon
pure American bookmen, not n single Eng-
lishman with an audlence so vast and loyval
that he s “sure fire."”

An effort was made about the close of
the war to push the claims of American
writers on the attéention of thelr country-
men and put same obsiacles in the way of
ferelgn authors, The war on the Britishers
and other forelgn writers started in Chicago,
Part of the forces carried on their banners
the name of Sherwood Anderson, Sald a
jrublisher concerning thix battle of the
books:

“More might have been wecomplished i
the chiefs had a better quality of ‘aborig
Inal® aythor to push. The men they pinned
their ﬁnnl-n to weren't novellsta, except of
the breed that has an fdea fo start with; an
iden that invariably reaks down in the
middle of the book. Their authors were
really short story writers,"”

Says First Success Spoils
Many American Writerg

“It is a fact,” said another publisher, “that
hook publishers in this ccuntry would huave
to go out of business if they had only Amer-
fcan works to bring out. The backbone of
our output iz the British anthor.”

Then he cited the names of a long list of
American writers and followed each name
with remarks which these writers would
not like to reasd, they were so uncompli-
mentary, adding: “The trouble with odr
writers Is that they won't take the trouble
to learn thelr trade. They make u "hit® with
n first book, perhaps for o redson that s
merely accessory A publie is at once estab-
lished for them and they spend the rest of
thelr working lives disappointing it,”

“A new English novellst has a very bkl
time over bere,” sald J, Jefferson Jones,
manager, of the John Lane Company, n Lon-
don | Hshing house, the N York_ hranch
uf which Ik partly independe; whiling:

“Hia chances of a hearing are very mich
lorsss '.1Imr| an American author's; he has (o
earn his favor A good many writers who
have enfoyed popularity for a number of
vears in England are still without due recos
nitlon here. Among such writers (t is fulr
to number W, Pett Ridge, wha i perhaps
toa Cockney for our taste; Miss G, V. Mac-
Padden, whose “Trusty Servant’ and ‘Honest
Lawyer' are widely read over there and
scarcely at all here ! Maud Diver, a late book
by her, 'The Birong Hours' bldding fair,
towever, to tnke her out of the let, and
Muoriel Hime anda Ida A. 1. Wylle. Two
hooke by the last named, ‘Towarda Morn-
Ing' and ‘Children of Storm,” have won real
nopularity abroad,

T eould add fifty names of contemporary
writers In England whose success there
wonld warrant a publisher In thinking it
wouldl be duplicated here, but the point |

m trying to make s this: The mere fact
it he i o Engllshman, writing v Eng-

Prof. Brander Matthews, who holds

American Writers Fast Coming Into Their Own, as Many Recent Successes Show---No British_|[{h# chair of lerawre at Columbia
Author, Publishers Say, Has So Vast and Loyal an Audience Either at Home or in the 125 ™ e
United States as to Assure Constant Popularity---Prof. Brander Matthews of Columbia
Stanch for Home Talent, Prof. Phelps of Yale Sees Greater Artistry in Britons’ Works

land, doesn’t give an author the advantage wnere many of the positions are filled by
over hiz American rival. The advantage . voung men sent over from Loddom, T o
dwells somewhere else. 1 think it may be se¢e how very mu
looked for in quality., Nine out of ten Brit-
tshh authors offer more to his reader than
the Ameriecan author does. You may call
this quality ‘background' if you will, o
fabrie) The name does not matter i€ the
thing is there, It generally is thera in the
British writer, and [t too commonly isn't

better equipped th
young Britishers are than the young Amer
cans employed to work along side of them
The latter do not kpow books and
hookish curlosity The English bo
grounded in English lite ure, the
the classics, they know Emglish poetry
cun corredt quotations when needed witl

thire in the Americ: put hunting them down in the authors, In
IPPOSE WeE 0T a type of hook that fine, these voung Englshmen are cultivated
I8 always ‘sure fire.' We can always sell a . what American youths would call

book if we eall it a4 mystery book. Arthur
and J. E. Ferguson ure two Eng-
n whe write thizs kind of story., The
muoye successful here than he ls at
the second writer, with his ‘Stealthy
Terror,’ Is running Heese hard over here
There are plenty of people writing this kind
of story in America, but 1 do not recall one
Amerienn writer who takes the pains these

alarming extent,

Less Chance in England
For Success of Poor Work

These nre the readers of the current Eng
izh book., They must e written up to ami
not down to if an author wants to =ntiafy
them. He must haye in his writing

men do to invest their yvarns with literary ind show o basis of real knowledge in his
style and finally to polish them, most lively excursion or they will have none
“Facts don't always explain, Extraneous o him. 1f thess voung men represent thn

things may lead an authos to popularity or hig middle cluss reading public then It i &

comparative neglect, both here and in Eng- ’ public not easy to be satisfied. Certainly it

land. Over there Harry Leon Wilson goes may not he fubbed off by scamped, inferior

very well and Tarkington not so well, Over kmanship,

here Bennett, Wells and Galsworthy may “Poo often o genuine talent is spoiled hers g Amor Thir

each have a ‘frost' with a new book or by too spontanecus & hurst of appliuse, | Windhw,: gl

may sell in the thousands. Rohert Hichens wd of a first book by o younz man af o0& N Ican, and

i5 the same. And if these Britishers haven't nt these words: “No jer writing has Dorothy mming Cup
There {8 a noth s improvement in crafts
manship In this latest novel of this gifted
woman.

Jut ar we oul a bars
balf dozen whom unreservedly
commending the general  inferiority  of
American novelists remains impossible 1o
forget,. What is the cause of th It may
he found, perhaps, n the lack of a long
literary tradition An Englishman sits down
ta write his novel, awnre of all that has
been done since Chaocer and haunted by
the ghosts of th t. Literature has been

. cultivated in 1 for centurles 1ts
2 grandunl and yvol sure grow from generation
to generation must | the veneration
of Itz adeps, Yes, | that in litera
2 ture, as in most of the arts, the older coun
tries have the advantage.
SINCLAIR LEWIS, “If we are hurt by o remork like this: the
young American author in the “best selling” class, who asserts that 4 '.I|.[-' ‘.I.T;:-.l.ll|.-‘:-].l“::,,":‘,[,lll'l""r W (o D
native writers should receive greater consideration at home if they are Sountiys 30 v Jook 4 _\.':b?.-l.',_‘.l, '.;'.”..I-m,'.'.l
to compete with Eng]ish rivals. atance. That l2 m than an it Ie
a continent; Its citles, Melbourne and Syd-
used in schools were of British authorship by name in the other. The late Nat Gonld ney, are great cltles,  Ithasa teeminglifo
and mangutl cture—a great mistiake that has  who could oot write his stuff fast cnougl 'I hose, - miLere I“-..”-“jnl.
heen corrected,. We make all our own school  for the hungry British publie, ebtalned n '”I_I‘,“\.“I“ s I.l f
books now, It is essentlal that we get our public here. Harold Bell Wright is the SusURIn Gue s as 58 i
education from books that are written on  enormously selling Amerlcan who does not e PR P S Al S
American ideals and on those of no other seern to be able to stand o salt voyag: |||-_L,' tive fact ) :
conntry.” The American mannger  of :““ B Is it not possible alse that our fictionists
Professor Matthews was reminded that firm of publishers, who do a fine busi :I..n t.nn.]u--;u;\]-.- ‘1|u-|:|l:d| Ives as thoroughly as
Wells, Galsworthy, Walpole, Bennett and one  in thig country, gave his opinion on the vi- I_h‘l\_ T‘:I“Hlll...i" 'I‘;n_. I}””“I ng-on this ‘ug
or two others, novelists who are writing in  rious points ralsed In connection with the I“l-]\‘-‘:nl;hr:l & ..-” ::.‘\ :‘:;‘r ne \l\i:q_- 1“:_'1"\!:} “I'.-‘ t
] Hs sl v ! s W o le > b i £ e pold his fir«a
W. J. LOCKE, fl:\]qm'}::;:l}:'ﬂﬁl:}::s-;i:H-“rTl T:ug:ﬁ-hlrm ;h}:’ :;21::1- :n:;l:nr;at;([l ;}::’I two English speaking coun- . H. G. WELLS, atoiten 2o 83 Antecs) ik desoribRd: Hireel
English writer, who has a steady popu- iy iigeodicr re bo .ﬁ“‘ ¥ "'l ok I“"'" r g ‘ " | British author, whose books sell well the most obscure man of letters in Amer
larity with American readers s T, -":'1 are even more widely m too good an American to hold out on on both sides of the Atlantic. lea,  But his long probation, Mlled with ef
: read than tought, Said he: our native authors anything favorable that . 4 1
“This iy be. T 566 ho Teascn. why it 15 CORMBE 10 them, DUt % COMparison :‘;I-:lr[; ‘[.-‘-I']'."ll{.l.l.n‘ our | leading and best known
the ‘right of way' you're asking about—I should not be so. T hope it Is so. That with Britlsh authors 1 have in honesty 10  juwen done in America sinee Hawthorne than “Why l.‘r:‘u'l-i so far? Joseph Herges

afsute you they haven't—the lesser lights does not alter my opinion that the British hand the latter the palm. They are better |y shown on some of these pages,' The con- falraor Lol e ANet lie ADERE. FleiRer VEaT
cunnot be expected to." novel has only a fair sale In this country, f'dﬂt‘iil.“(_l. they know the language and they sequence was that in his next book, which oiing awny st the art of r‘"l!]]l""l"l“!l The
“What Bnglishman now writing is most and then only when it deserves g sale, while are willing to take pains. 1 have known & was a collection of short storles, the Young woee veurs well s for: in \.‘_-; he
popular in America?” an American book that has made a success- B00d many fine books written here that puthor by haste and cockst in hi®  Lure out we find the ‘texture’ of lteratup
ful appeal soars into enormous numbers. €ould have been truly great b 5, but thelr method exagzerated his faults and perhaps i TN
Many Writers Celebrated Here The Knglish novelists named have a pretty authors were content with se ! perpetuated them as a slgn of his originality Serial Publica Hardsh
steady sale, and the sale of a new book by “It I rare when a novellst here (8 not 1 oam informed that he boasted of having T st B

Are Unknown to English Critics

: _ ot one of them ran be estimated by the number €ontent with his work, although the critles  written one of the storles, containing 9,000 As Authors Are Harassed
Thut is difficult to answe

gald Mr. or coples his first successful book sol keep telling him how much It might be Im- words, in a few hours, Al

these sLAeMents 8re gol

Jones; “possibly every publisher in the ¢ty  The fluctantion will be found to be slght. proved with a lttle more puins. The Ameri- wilish “adulation has dried many a v I
would glve a different man. But 1 will say D. Appleton & Cp, are becoming more and ©an Is willing to let it go from him to the nice little lterary trickle that might B ve e “ it
that for steady popularity W. J. Locke I8  poee publishers and purveyors of .\m,.'l.“.._t.l public, trusting to its spontaneit rather run f for miles cooling and delighting el -,
the mun. For every new book of his an  gepion, although they do not exclude good han to its finish. The latter gu v need  the thifsty vicinity. 1t bas harmed English :Ill ‘,” .“”. el o = .
edition of *%60,000 (the first edition) 18 Brijen flction. A publishing b like thix 1Ot kil the form But Pow writers hote Writers we Well: but It Gbes DOt meem to B 4o T Pear- gt writers
brought out. That, In the talk of the day, oo (hat now r.u’lmiu rs imil:lll.n |.r'li I|-R<. will listen to eriticlsm after they have made #o common there” : :Ih | I.
suys something.' ™ Wright In its list, {s not apt to rave about ° first muces Therefore, they seem to be Perhaps the truth may be s up In il _III_IHII':I e ‘_- .I.“ " -
For all his encyeclopedic knowledge Ches- o forelgn -.u1hrn|'.' Ax & Toittor of fact 'ti” willing to turn out crude wor another that has long been : It i 'IH'“"‘ - 11 ure, | il It is true
terton admitted his complete Ignorance of a : g I 2 AN 5 “This may not be the fr @ that o big, real book belongs not to any 1 s riy published thei:

house does not rave nor deal in

Eia : iperiatives
good many writing Americane who are 1t PTIaLly

hooks rt and they wer

or not wholly sa, The publie nution but to the world. But to e

g bes i hnt 1 + - % - F
pretty well known here. American authors h;l“m:_‘_:_“; Jl:::: 1|1:|:..Il|.u\-lnh’-|j’-|,\.T:-“ :mu-:-I !'_I?"l]::[ reading hix firet hook ur him to write a adjectives for his work, “big" and Thackeriy was—1
of the Bret Harte and Mark Twain type l.n-l--l'u s '\I]lt-ll*l-' " seconid as quickly ns le, and, as he outhor, be he Er h, American with the printer. In 1t
have as many readers abroad as they have S AL L A i gon Ny necds the money, he vields to the nental, will have to consider certain tain enness Ik Lo I
nt home, and let any writer of a subsequent The best sellers ovbe here are, accorlling demand and turns out “....h thant i=n't his that sre at least suggested in the remarks And
date to these show the quallty of *humop 0 Macmillan & Co, Wells, Arnold Bennetl, .. T guoted nbove, and more, he will Mive lo
then, aceordmg to this celebrated critle, he Hugh Walpole, with soveral new men Jike It 1= sakd that Sinclalr Lew declared  muolke them hls own
i npt 1o be pleked up and ‘touted’ by the Btacy Aumonler and Sir Harry Johnston e New Yorkers a6 not rvend. I dor
British papers, 1[:;-. ping |||: tr.:\uT'nI. |[|11I-||' peak of popularity know whether he sald this or not: 1 didn‘t Prof. Phefps of Yale Frank
Dodd, Mead & Co, are looked upon us dix- The spring book published by the Indefatiga- e him, but this J: & At tew e o
tinetly American publishers—that is, they ble H. G. Wells, “The Salvaging of Civiliza- .\_'1‘II|"|[II writ -.\l'r--;nlj ‘I}al:\ '-|”rl-. -:- “ fo Feaive ol Exnglih Authars
prefer to affix thelr imprint on works by ton' Is expected to sell well, boing described  ga material with what they get out  of Frof. Willinm m Phelpe of Yide Uni
Amerleans, yot a number of foreign authors ## stimulating and especially opportune, but  (hemselves and from observal I don't wversity holds pronounced views on the com i
mpnage to appear in their lats, In these the high water mark of this suthor seems  gqv these are not valuable for the parative vogue of Engilish At leiant W
lgts appear translations of many famous [0 be touched In his “Outlines of History." poyvel for they are. But y m lttle novellsts of the day, and he Iy ex A "
authors in many Ilanguages, and a cursory another immense printing of the two bLIE  well chogen reaMing added to thelr naturnl  pressed the reason for the falth that i 0 0
glance at the lists would not lead to the volumes having just been ordered. ndowments, they would re that there him without manifesting much merey vy
nssumption of » national narrowness on An odd thing In connection with the work are In lternture sueh dellghtful things ns  the authors | mentioned, helleving, Indeed, It m
their part. Thelr opinion, alse, Is libern] In ©of authors of either nntlon—American and  style and polish, and then they m t try that they w be better served by justice wrice
apirit, for they think that a merftorious Iritish—Ix that certain authors t(hat =cll o get these things into thelr own books,  Sittlng In the great divan or smoking room %

American hook has us much chance in the ¢normously In one country are barely known In my position here with u British House, of the Yale Club the ether evening -
world as an equally meritorious French or AR oY > i { chatted freoly about our auth sSaid he ponny

English book. In other words, a good thing “In my ofinion, British nov of to-day

Servunere.. A paoe e n moaten, . INItEresting Notes From Odd Sources — sovei ™ i e i that our amer.

man, French, Itallan, Spanish rarely gets jean noveliste of the moms

Praise of Public and Press
Most Injurious to Writers

beyond |(te own country's frontlers, It can T is 0 proverh of modern sclence that  placed above the bed., The committes ex wark that i» equnl to the nos
ale of its distases at home and doesn’t have loss of O nse quickens the perceps Pects to purchase two additional beds in a Hardy, Joseprh Conrvad, John Galswort! I . I 1 ' . ! L
‘“. e “]””"_II 1048 tion of another, It is the acute des oW monthe. The fund st its disposal was M. Barrie, H. G “'_”' Hugh' Wals e : 1 el
Who says that British novels have the rileed nt a dance last October hias been Hold Bennett, Archibeld Marsh e no ol ks wi
right of way here—that is, that they are velopment of other senses which mukes It Kept up by contributions (Mlivant, W. J. Loc and May 8i o ! v WO v
more popular and seoll in g ter number possible for the blind to get about with in- Fy Post, which has headaunrier b sav nothing of others who might i i 1 m
than our home product?” repeated Prof.  creasing ense; it s the same teuth which Hotel Biltmors, Manhatton tloned e ! .
.l rander M_\flh‘i‘“.‘l of the' chair of English har given rise to the seeming paradox of the Conl Brookiyn members Wi If any Amerleans foel badly  bhecnuss 'I fed a
Hrerature in Columbla University, “They i londk X Yind at laney, vies commander, 640 I English authors sell bet T i 10R0ay Vi
haven’t this right of way. 1 cannot recall dind leading the blind about London in a for Brooklyn, and Dr, Balph Coldb Stntes than Ameriean s do in ma ' 1 N it L
any novel published In the last decade—not But whatever of sclentific fact is behind  gepin seroet, Manhattan. invite communion land, one shoiild remember that national ' \ nrm f w
to go back farther—in England that has  those things, It Is cortnin from prictical ox- tions from all former membors of the st bDoundaries have nothing whitever to & on the other hand S 0|
II-...I anything I:II\-- [1}.‘- sale of ‘Maln ,‘“t't--l__ pedonce that the blind mre excellent Divislon, with a view to increasing the mem with art If Oritish aulhor oIl botter Ir anted dlspr | Just @ 1 i
.\!. 4 Ladlu Bett' or “The Age of Innocence.’ uners. The New York Assoclation for hership Amoricn it s beonuse v ' Ll 1 b An Ar 3
The author of the first named ought 0  Rind reports that many blind men comin books, This would prove, t y th \ e Willlng | W }
know by consulting his own royalty returns  gnder Its care have becofme extromely . ican readers are good judges " g ! A Certa i M
that British novels have no such sile here  fojent tuners, and that the nomber ANY of the leading banks of Ihe iy Hierature and know how i ) ! fea J |
12 the home prodoet I understand that grown to such an extent that the Blind l country now publish n magazine It = true. } ver  that . ' My " " i
Mre, Wharton's ook s o best seller, but Tyupners Gulld of N York has been ol and In Now Yor oty the custom 16w years Amoerican novell ITTRT hnwn ! | S many Wrs t rim
.“1;. o i hlml.”". TR SW0. T DO OF.  tat and  monthi meetis we  helds iy almost be called general. The object of B W amprovement., The yedr 13 th s ki Y
s e W it will better as It grows  The pre t repogt of the f . best yeur thusx far in the twentioth o ury able to forget the i 1 Her
und It will sell longer than the other the amount of by i ham Inet oye makaxines is primadly to bring eer-  go. (he production of g A " nov Il e e 1 te 1
fly an the =kill of the memberas became Hin things to the attention of employees of  elists, iE POV I oW 1 o from
"I am a strong bellever in friendship of known, bt les,  but nterest n them ho# sprend ‘In this year were published “The f N r I A Al
the firmest  Kind  between  England 1l the counter and th o toad by Innceence” “Main Bireet,! ‘Miss | H I Mq hirm
Amaoricn, but 1 should call it & bad sign If T. JEFFERSON FEIL PORT, Ameri-  other peopl In sn arllole entitied “Bank rve good novels, differing in ope i int of two fat r rope, Willian
merles ks hette " I e X ’ b POWY wut adl far ahe 1 wir dints Allen White steps Iy v tha LT
Ameriean books sold better than English 1 Leilon, tins ndonted a weltare plnn  Magnzines.” by Henry W. Toll, in Gadabout, ¥00 ' " - sl Weir immediat en Whits ' ! et
books over In England, wl viee versa. the slgniflcance these publications 1s  PTO Miss 1 1 Bett' Is, 1 think, a of art in ti WK forgol the text o
Fvery natlen needs ite own works of fiction out of the ordinary which contem giveh, aino somve jdoa of thelr extent nota bl ment, wrought as by a chise the sermor wid wig content to tell
with the national background. plates the purchase of hospitAl beds In et Hecently, & plan hax been mooted of pub- with hir i DTS Wors It s Hion
:r:. Oliver Wendell Holmes sald that petpity to be avalluble for the use of the UAhihg two editlons of the bank tmagnzine, 1% severe con an, dusiere work Lh d vill e
hooks wWere s el ) § " » ¥ " of art \ il 1w
ook lrr-. eocioly in solution, just as tea members that  noed | them Through e One intended for publicity nnd the other wn fa al ; =] : will
I# tea leaves In solutlon of hot water, It employees’ edition, exactly the same as the Main Street' |e ¢ of Misn willing t \ eir art ) wu Of
wotld be bad indeed for a nation if it took - Medleal commities the post recontly estab-  oniar adition excopt for the insertlon of Gale's novel. It s by being volu-  prentices " '
it soliution from a forelgn country, lished one such bed In the Latheran Hosplia!  an employess® section T'hs tor editlon minous—by  hiaving mulitedinous, photo il i . il
“"Eapecially Is thiz true In school books in Coanvent avenue near 144th streor, avd  woonld contain mater if Limpwst eo toem-  graphic details By monns X ansivoness ¢ ¢ then m
worke Intended for use In sdneation. When Col. Felgl, in honor of whose son the post | plovees, but not ‘sultable or Interesting for iU makes an impres 1 of truth d i on

vutside™ ¢y

. 10 Lthvse works of a talvde fMcilon TRAr

1 wias a boy three-gquarters of the books we named, has donated a Lronze o




